February 14, 2009

Sunday services will be in the church building;

the painting and floor refinishing have been completed.

The 8:15 service on Sunday is the Divine Service.

The 11:00 a.m. service on Sunday is the Service of Prayer and Preaching.

Reading

The Scriptures are full of glorious promises of help, which can all be summarized in the familiar words: “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”

But do these promises hold?

There are many who must sorrowfully complain as did the people of God: “My way is hid from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God.” They have asked for help, but they have not received it.

But the first thing to remember is that God has never promised to help those who want help only in their worldly anxieties but do not wish to be counted as God’s possession and God’s children, who live in faith and obedience to Him. For those who love God all things work together for good.

Furthermore, we must remember that God governs the world and not we. He marshals forth the stars, which only He can count. And here on earth there is not a sparrow that falls to the ground except it be His will. Such knowledge is too wonderful for us—it is unsearchable, past tracing out. His ways are higher than our ways, as the heavens are high above the earth.

For this reason we must not demand that we should always be able to understand the ways of God. To rely on the help of God is another way of stating that one who believes must be prepared to believe without seeing. He must believe that God knows and wills what is best for us, even when God seems to act contrary to our desires.

God is omnipotent. He can quiet the storms and permit us to walk on water. But all this He does as a part of His direction of the word. He determines Himself how He shall use His power. In time of danger a Christian thinks just as did the three men who were to be cast into the fiery furnace: “It is in God’s power to save us, but if He does not will to do so, we still will not deny Him and worship a strange god.” When others have gone away we still know that Christ has the power and that He alone has the words of eternal life.

We must rely on the help of God in everything. But this reliance shows itself exactly as we are satisfied with what God wills and know that “the Lord is just in all His ways, and kind in all His doings.”

Bo Giertz, Preaching from the Whole Bible, pages 28-29

Prayers

Collect for Epiphany 6
Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Life

Grant me, O Father, to know what I ought to know, to love what I ought to love, to praise what delights You, to value what is precious in Your sight, and to hate what is offensive to You. Amen

O Father, help to accept the life that You have given to me; help me to praise You even in the midst of suffering and discipline, letting me learn obedience and purifying my faith, even as Your Son, my Lord Jesus, was obedient in His suffering and was shown perfect in His faith, even in His death on the cross. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 737, “Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing”

Sermon Hymn: LSB 731, “O God, Forsake Me Not”

Distribution Hymn: LSB 645, “Built on the Rock”
Old Testament Reading, Exodus 15:1-13

1Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, “I will sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously; the horse and His rider He has thrown into the sea. 2The Lord is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him, my father’s God, and I will exalt Him. 3The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is His name. 

4”Pharaoh’s chariots and his host He cast into the sea, and his chosen officers were sunk in the Red Sea. 5The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 6Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, Your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 7In the greatness of Your majesty You overthrow Your adversaries; You send out Your fury; it consumes them like stubble. 8At the blast of Your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 

9The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.” 10You blew with Your wind; the sea covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 

11“Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 12You stretched out Your right hand; the earth swallowed them. 13You have led in Your steadfast love the people whom You have redeemed; You have guided them by Your strength to Your holy abode.”

· Confessing our God is a man of war might sound offensive in today’s politicized culture. However, maintaining this name of God remains important for Christians today. What does it suggest about the nature of our existence as Christians and those opposed to God’s work?

· Yet, war itself is not the purpose of God’s work. The psalm sings of the consequence of this divine warfare. What is it?

Epistle, Ephesians 1:15-23

15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which He has called you, what are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His great might 20that He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And He put all things under His feet and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

· How will we come to know the hope and the inheritance and the power that Paul desired the Ephesians to know?

· Paul wrote this letter to Christians ruled by pagan authorities and surrounded by temples dedicated to a wide variety of deities. How would the exaltation of Christ be of great comfort in that situation? How, then, do the same words bring us peace today?

Holy Gospel, Matthew 14:22-33

22Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He dismissed the crowds. 23And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray.

When evening came, He was there alone, 24but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.

26But when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear.  27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28And Peter answered Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”29He said, “Come.”

So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out His hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”

32And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
· Why would Jesus have retreated by Himself to the mountain? What had He just endured (read the previous event in Matthew 14)?

· What did the Lord possess that Peter did not during that storm?

· In the midst of our lives, on who do we gaze?

Announcements

Sun, 2/15

· 12:30 p.m., Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Wed, 2/18

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Ephesus

Thu, 2/19

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Sun, 2/22, Transfiguration of Our Lord

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Divine Service (Exodus 34:29-35; II Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9)

Tue, 2/24

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting

Wed, 2/25, Ash Wednesday

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Ephesus

· 12 & 7 p.m., Divine Services, with imposition of ashes (no soup luncheon or soup supper)

God’s Stewards. Our first observation about 1 Timothy 6 is that the purpose of stewardship is always intimately related to the proper proclamation of the Word (vv.3-5) A program of stewardship, regardless of how efficient it might be, is, in the final analysis, of no real value unless it is prepared for and carried out by a faithful preaching of Jesus Christ crucified and risen.

Missions – the Lutheran Church in Poland. The Lutheran church body with whom LCMS World Mission works closely in Poland is the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (ECAC). The ECAC has its own training center, called the Center for Mission and Evangelism in Dziegielow, near the Czech border. The Center is the largest evangelical outreach organization in the former Soviet bloc countries. The ECAC has more than 80,000 baptized members, with 300 congregations and preaching stations. Annual youth gatherings are held each summer in Dziegielow, attracting more than 3,000 young participants.
Celebrate the Work of God. On March 8, beginning at 4:00 p.m. Trinity Lutheran, Burlingame, will host a meal to celebrate the grace of God working through Peninsula Asian Mission Society. The Rev. David Chan, PAMS missionary, and the Rev. Terry Chan, pastor of Bethel-Grace Ministries (San Francisco) will provide an update and overview of the work of PAMS. Plan to attend; contact the Rev. Jeff Schufreider (Trinity) at jschufreider@gmail.com

LWML Annual Morning of Prayer. Women of Zone 8 come join us for a morning of devotion, prayer, praise & song. Saturday, Feb. 21, 9:30 a.m. at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 4400 Cabrillo Hwy, Pacifica with The Rev. Daniel Kistler, Worship Leader. For more info, contact Judy Korte, Zone 8 President, at (650) 992-4966 or aprilfool1@astound.net

Breakfast hosted by Aaron Cummings. The gentleman of Trinity are invited to a prayer and fellowship breakfast on Saturday, February 21, hosted by Aaron Cummings at 680 Hermosa Way, Menlo Park. We will begin prayer promptly at 7:30. Following prayer will be a time of fellowship over the breaking of bread, and perhaps in this case, even over the breaking of eggs. Please RSVP if you plan to attend: arc9882@gmail.com   (650)799-5007

His Word is the Light. Engage in devotional, Christ-centered Bible reading and study with the distinctive, comprehensive notes and practical application of The Lutheran Study Bible. This new Bible is the first in English to be developed from the ground-up with notes that are distinctively Lutheran, prepared by Lutheran contributors from over twenty Lutheran church bodies. Current Lutheran scholarship, insights from the Church Fathers, and rich devotional commentary provides meaningful perspective for both young and mature Christians. To pre-order and read more about it, go to www.cph.org/lutheranbible
Ash Wednesday & Lenten Weekday Services. Ash Wednesday is February 25 with services at Noon & 7:00 p.m. Lenten weekday services will be held at Noon & 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 & April 1. A Soup Lunch will follow the Noon service &, at 6:00 p.m., a Soup Supper will precede the 7:00 p.m. (No soup lunch or supper on Ash Wednesday)

Altar flowers. Express your thanksgiving to the Lord for His good gifts of marriage, family, vocation, etc. with flowers for the services. Sign the chart in the narthex for the date, and call Cynthia for the bulletin announcement.

Coffee Hour. There are many opportunities to host the Coffee Hour; if you which to host please sign up on the chart in the Parish Hall or see Norma Hesterman. The Church Council will reimburse you up to $25.00. Submit receipt to Burt Endsley.

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 15:1-13

· Confessing our God is a man of war might sound offensive in today’s politicized culture. However, maintaining this name of God remains important for Christians today. What does it suggest about the nature of our existence as Christians and those opposed to God’s work? The old evil foe strives to destroy, ruin, uproot, and hinder God’s work. He does this with disease and war, guilt and sin, strife and factions, disaster and turmoil—all which attack body and spirit. “God is a man of war” confesses that God is our strength and power over against the forces and desires that attack us. He conquers and brings the foes to nothing.
· Yet, war itself is not the purpose of God’s work. The psalm sings of the consequence of this divine warfare. What is it? He intends to lead us to His holy abode, His dwelling, which for the Israelites was His tabernacle / temple, where His presence dwelt then. For us, the tabernacle foreshadowed God’s presence in Christ and the new creation – He intends to lead us in our pilgrimage to the new creation that we may dwell with Him in His presence.

Epistle, Ephesians 1:15-23

· How will we come to know the hope and the inheritance and the power that Paul desired the Ephesians to know? Without reading the testament, heirs cannot know what they have inherited. We as heirs must read the testament – the New Testament written with the death and resurrection of our Lord. We read the holy Scriptures to hear the promises.

· Paul wrote this letter to Christians ruled by pagan authorities and surrounded by temples dedicated to a wide variety of deities. How would the exaltation of Christ be of great comfort in that situation? Despite pagan worship surrounding them and the appearance of the temples and the many adherents and their apparent power, no one has a greater name / office / authority than Jesus, for He was raised from the dead and bestows the same life on His followers.  How, then, do the same words bring us peace today? Whatever powers and offices and authorities are named – in government, church, society; among militaries, economies, and celebrities – His name alone holds sway before the Father. And therefore He (not them), as the Lord of Life, has the final word for us: we are His brothers and sisters in the resurrection, and what He has as the first fruits, we will have at the last day.

Holy Gospel, Matthew 14:22-33

· Why would Jesus have retreated by Himself to the mountain? What had He just endured (read the previous event in Matthew 14)? He was seeking strength from the Father, not to succumb to the temptation of kingship offered by the sated crowd but to wait to receive the kingship from the Father after His death on the cross.

· What did the Lord possess that Peter did not during that storm? He trusted the Father for all things.

· In the midst of our lives, on who do we gaze? We fix our eyes on the Lord Jesus, as we cast off anything and everything that would hinder our pilgrimage.

